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sciences may be said to include not only the science of the state, 
but also those of society in general, and of industrial and social life in 
particular. The major portion of the essay is devoted to a description of 
the individual disciplines and a delimitation of their scope and content. 

The wide range of the subjects discussed in the volume testifies 
to the broadness of the field covered by the modern political and 
social sciences, and renders it, aside from the occasion of publication, 
a most interesting book. The paper, printing and workmanship are 
of the very best, and the volume is one well worthy of the scholar 
to whom it is dedicated. Ernest L. Bogart. 

Obeklin College. 



Le Compagnonnage. Par E. Martin-Saint- Leon. Paris, Librai- 

rie Armand Colin, 1901. 374 pp. 

Hubert-Valleroux, who has also written upon the subject with 
which this volume deals, says that the wage workers of the Middle 
Ages took the name compagnons from the fact that they were lodged 
with the master and ate at his table, — cum pane. The author, 
M. Martin-Saint-Le'on, is already known through a volume published 
in 1897, Histoire des corporations de mitiers. 

The present study, Le Compagnonnage, is almost exclusively a 
work of historical research. It begins with the legendary period in 
the time of Solomon, though the author finds no authentic documents 
until the beginning of the sixteenth century. The various brother- 
hoods among the church builders of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries constitute, in the author's opinion, a type on which the 
compagnonnage was founded. The "communal renaissance" of the 
twelfth century, filled with a new spirit of democratic ideals and infused 
with the artistic passion of the time, furnished the favoring conditions 
for these associations. 

It is certain that the corporation de metiers was powerful at this 
time, but it was very inclusive, taking in valets, apprentices and 
masters, while the compagnonnage excluded masters. It clothed 
itself in all sorts of mysteries and adopted an elaborate cabalistic 
vocabulary. The author notes carefully all these differences, but 
sees in the conditions of the time "une pre*somption tres forte en 
faveur de l'opinion qui tend a placer autour des cathddrales en con- 
struction le berceau de la confre'rie de compagnons." 

At the opening of the sixteenth century definite documents are at 
hand. Henceforth the story is clear. 
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Chapter III contains a graphic account of the one hundred and 
fifty years of struggle for the distinctively group rights of the laborers. 
Until the general condemnation of the compagnonnage by the Sor- 
bonne in 1665, there was a long series of chronic feuds with every 
form of constituted authority, — church, state, commune and employer. 
No power was adequate, however, to hold in check this new impulse 
for organization. 

It was organized anew, carrying on its struggle against the masters 
and often with equal valor against the schismatics within its own 
membership. The famous law of the Revolution (1791) abolishing 
corporations of arts and trades harmed it as little as the condemna- 
tion by the Sorbonne. The livret was reestablished under the Con- 
sulate, and the compagnonnage flourished under both the Empire 
and the Restoration. The beginnings of decay appear after the 
Revolution of 1830. Among the first signs noted by the author is the 
frequent ridicule excited by the secret symbolism. The growth of 
cities, the increasing mobility of labor, the rise, in a word, of modern 
industry, marks its slow disruption. The Revolution of 1 848 hastened 
among wage earners the growth of a spirit that weakened still further 
the old bonds. Every railroad, every extension of automatic mechan- 
ical inventions struck at the very roots of this mediaeval institution. 
The three or four groups now in existence are little more than mutual 
benefit associations. 

As the author writes at the close of his delightful story, " Aujourd'hui 
le compagnonnage est mort ou se meurt," the reader is left in sus- 
pense. Are the quarrels between employer and employed fewer and 
less bitter ? Has the destruction of the old personal tie between master 
and helper been a gain or a loss for social peace ? 

John Graham Brooks. 

Deutsche Wirtschaftsgeschichte in den letzten Jahrhunderten 
des Mittelalters. Von Dr. Karl Theodor von Inama-Sternegg. 
Band III, Zweiter Theil. Leipzig, 1901. — 559 pp. 

This concludes the third and last volume of the author's work on 
German economic history in the Middle Ages. For half a lifetime 
he has been engaged in this field and has gradually broken a path 
through a most intricate subject. The first part of this volume, 
which was reviewed in these pages last year, was occupied chiefly 
with agricultural conditions. The second part now takes up industry 
and commerce and enters at once into the forms of organization by 



